
VOLUME 11 ,  ISSUE  3 

 

Inside this issue 
Real estate happenings 2 
Director profile 3 

‘I just miss him’  4 

Family branch briefs 3 

Family council 4 

President’s message 

Few properties take  
hits, but most of them 
are spared  —  Andy 

               As if the effects and associated conse-
quences surrounding the Covid-19 pandemic 
were not enough to deal with, on September 
15th there were a record five named storms 
and two disturbances in the Atlantic basin at 
the same time. The residents of South Louisi-
ana and the Gulf Coast already had  experi-
enced the effects of four tropical cyclones. 
Fortunately, southeast Louisiana and the bulk 
of our operations have been spared from any 
significant effects and damage from these 
events. 
          But  the same cannot be said for our Lake 
Charles and Alabama properties which suf-
fered and experienced direct hits from two of 
these storms. Hurricane  Laura completely 
destroyed an office warehouse in Sulphur, 
LA (see photo accompanying the “Real estate 
happenings” article on page 2), and caused 
significant damage to another in Westlake, 
LA. The eye wall of Hurricane Sally passed 
directly over our Foley, AL property causing 
roof and mechanical damage and allowing 
water to enter and further damage the interior 
of the building.          
         Meanwhile, the Real Estate Rental Depart-
ment continues to work through the effects of 
the storms and pandemic by assessing and 
advancing repairs/renovations, modifying 
leases, marketing vacant properties and ad-
ministering insurance claims. As of October 
1, the combined Levert Companies occupan-
cy rate did fall from its 97.6 percent rate as of 
Dec. 31, 2019, but remained solid at 94.4 
percent despite all of the economic turmoil 
present. 

 

 
Andy Andolsek, 

President 

OCTOBER  2020 

Drilling for oil or gas in south Louisiana 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Guest columnist Robert Becker plans to write a three-part series on 
the history of oil and gas exploration in south Louisiana, beginning with the early days 
before Becker became Levert president in 1993; why that area was in so much demand 
in the early days; why the industry in modern times has lost some of its glamor; Levert’s 
experience over the years; and what the future holds for Levert from a minerals per-
spective. The first of his three articles appears at the top of page 2. The second and third 
articles will appear in the February 2021 and July 2021 newsletters, respectively. 

Evangeline State Park and Acadian Lovers 
Family members, be on the lookout for a sad story of history and legend sur-
rounding St. Martinville’s Evangeline State Park in February’s newsletter. In 
many ways, the park’s history is connected to and based on Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow’s fictionalized epic poem, Evangeline, A Tale of Acadie. The poem is  
about ill-fated Acadian lovers who were expelled along with other Acadians and 
deported from Acadia, modern-day Nova Scotia, by the British because of their 
French ancestry, Catholic religion, and refusing to pledge allegiance to the Brit-
ish Crown. Majority of those expelled beginning in 1755 eventually settled in 
Louisiana.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      — Editor 
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Down on the farm 
 

developed in the region, culminating with the 
Iranian Revolution in 1979. Shortly thereafter 
the price of crude reached the theretofore 
unheard price of $100 per barrel! 
           This was a period of great opulence for 
everyone connected to the oil industry. Drill-
ers, service companies, and south Louisiana 
land companies all earned record profits. And 
I will never forget the annual parade of oil 
company "landmen" into our office every 
November and December eager to finish 
spending their generous budgets on any un-
leased acreage.  
    It was a great time for the industry! But 
history teaches that no excess, whether good 
or bad, lasts forever.  
             In the next newsletter in February 2021, I 
will discuss the oil and gas industry in more 
modern times and why the area has lost some 
of its glamour. 

Robert Becker, 
 Levert president (1993-2008) 

 

        This year’s cane planting began on August 
3 and, other than one stoppage because of 
rain during Hurricane Laura, was completed 
on September 5, with 1,127 acres planted for 
harvest in fall 2021. Charlie said about 160 
acres remained to be planted after the crop 
was blown down by the hurricane, which 
caused the end of the planting process, "to be 
a bit more taxing as a result of the stalks be-
ing crooked." 
    The  mill began the 2020 grinding on Sep-
tember 17 and is expected to run for 110 
days, or until about Jan. 9, 2021. Based on its 
current condition and initial production data, 
the 3,235-acre  2020  crop  does seem to have 
the potential  to  produce  an “average” yield, 

Real estate happenings    

         The favorable locations and low interest 
rate environment seem to be the catalyst driv-
ing demand in these neighborhoods, he said. 
    Bellanger explained that the construction 
of these two projects was prompted in 2019 
by a reduction in available inventory, be-
cause of the recent increase in demand for 
lots in those areas.  
              "We're hopeful that we can continue to 
build on this success," he added. 
 

Mineral matters 
 ‘History teaches that nothing, good or bad, lasts forever’ — Becker 

          In this newsletter and article, I will indulge 
in a bit of nostalgia and look back at the his-
tory of mineral operations in south Louisiana 
during the early days of my business career. 
    I began working in 1963, joining a timber 
company which, like the Levert Companies, 
has extensive land holdings in south Louisi-
ana. I chose that company because I felt it 
had a bright future in oil and gas exploration. 
    At that time south Louisiana was a prime 
location for oil and gas development and 
exploration. The area was rich in sandstone 
formations which were then the industry's  
prime target. Sandstone is not only capable of 
holding large quantities of oil and gas (it’s 
porous), but unlike shale, it usually allows 
those minerals to flow long distances to a 
central gathering point, or to the wellhead 
(it’s permeable). Horizontal drilling had not 
yet been developed so vertical drilling — 
targeting sandstone — was the order of the 
day.  In those early days, crude oil prices were  
quite  stable   at   around    $20    per    barrel.  
     

       Back then the U.S. did not produce near 
enough crude for its growing energy needs, 
and we became more and more dependent 
on imports from the Middle East. The Organ-
ization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) had been formed in 1960. When its 
members could agree, it was the controlling 
force in oil pricing. To promote price stabil-
ity, the U.S. became more and more involved 
in the internal and external affairs of that 
region. 
               I don't remember a lot about natural gas 
pricing other than that it was low. Gas relied 
on pipelines to reach its markets, and inter-
state shipments were tightly controlled by the 
Federal Power Commission at below market-
rates. A lot of gas, without convenient access 
to a pipeline, was flared into the atmosphere.  
            OPEC did not become aggressive with oil 
pricing until the end of the 1970s when its 
members agreed to limit production. As a 
result, prices shot up and considerable unrest  

           Two new residential subdivision develop-
ment projects in which the Levert Companies 
are involved were recently completed, and 
the  "demand for these lots has been brisk 
may be an understatement," said Troy Bel-
langer, Thibodaux real estate operations vice 
president.  
              In June, the new 64-lot Plantation Acres 
IV, Add 6, in Thibodaux and the 28-lot, 
Phase 2-B, in Ashton Plantation Estates in St. 
Charles Parish (40 percent Levert-owned), 
both received approval authorizing the sale of 
the lots.  
          Despite the effects of Covid-19 and its 
influence on the economy, all 92 of the re-
cently completed lots have been placed under 
contract, Bellanger said, with a majority of 
them being scheduled for sale in 2020. 

           As of this writing, the farm has been 
spared from any serious impact arising from 
the effects of the pandemic and four tropical 
systems affecting Louisiana so far during 
2020. In fact, and despite the sugarcane crop 
being blown down during Hurricane Laura 
(see photo), the weather experienced this year 
has been “very conducive” for the most part 
in the making of the 2020 crop and as report-
ed in the July newsletter.   
         According to Charlie Levert, agricultural 
operations vice president, the crop has since 
righted itself after going down on August 27. 
Although a "crook," or bend in the stalks is 
still evident, combine harvesters should be 
able to salvage the 2020 crop with little waste 
as a result, he said. 
     

Two Levert residential projects completed; lots going fast! 

2020 crop to produce ‘average’ yield, despite being leveled by Laura  

Hurricane Laura destroys Sulphur, LA  
office warehouse 

“Flattened” crop 

Charlie said, barring the negative effects of 
any early freezes and/or wet harvesting con-
ditions like those experienced last year. 
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Where it all started! . . . 

    You're probably familiar with the euphe-
mism, or vague phrase, "Boy, does he like to 
party, to travel, go dancing and bar-hopping, 
chase women, gulp charbroiled oysters by the 
dozen . . ." or some such. 
    But stop for a second, change the "gender" 
of the word, so to speak, from boy to girl 
and  you have, "Girl, does she like to party, 
to travel in the U.S. and Europe, cruise on a 
pleasure boat to the Gulf barrier islands (Cat 
Island, in particular), to visit her children 
who are scattered about the country and over-
seas whenever she can . . ." 
    Well, take a closer look at the latter 
roundabout expression because it describes 
and fits a girl name Schott to a tee — Eliza-
beth Martin Richards Schott (Beth to her 
family) — Levert St. John LLC board direc-
tor and Jean Baptiste, Jr. family branch mem-
ber. 
    If anything could be said of Beth it's that 
she's hung up, or preoccupied with traveling 
using all the usual modes — choo choo train, 
yacht, 747 jet, automobile,  ocean liner — as 
well as being a devoted mother of a daughter 
and two sons. She considers having three 
children with her former husband to be "the 
greatest accomplishment of my life . . . Lou-
is, Jr., Aimee, and William are my blessings 
and I cannot imagine life without them." 
    As far as Beth's "studious learning" goes, 
that's a different story. She was schooled at 
Louise M. McGehee because most of the 
girls who live in the New Orleans Garden 
District seem to attend the private girls 
school. Located near her family's home on 
First Street where she was born, Beth likes to 
say that she walked to school to keep her 
mother from having to car pool. 
              Then she enrolled at the University of 
Kentucky and majored in "partying" — not 
the best path to success, she soon reasoned 
— and to be close to her late Uncle Tommy 
Martin, who lived in Lexington. But two 
semesters later she contracted mononucleo-
sis, or "kissing disease," withdrew from the 
Blue Grass institution, and returned home to 
attend classes at UNO. "No noteworthy aca-
demics to report about that brief experience, 
either," Beth recalled. 
                Now, after Hurricane Katrina roared 
through New Orleans in 2005, flooding 80 
per cent of the city because of storm surge 
waters and defective Lake Pontchartrain lev-
ees and killing some 1,800 people, Beth and 
her young  children embarked on a new life,  

 

Family branch  
briefs  

 
 Marilyn Rapier "Lyn" Levert of New Orle-

ans passed away peacefully at her home on 
Aug. 28, 2020 after a long illness. She was 65 
years old. Lyn is survived by her husband of 
39 years, Edward "Weese" Levert, Jr., a 
former J. B. Levert Land LLC board direc-
tor, a daughter Renee, sons Edward III and 
Michael, and grandson Sidney, and several 
Rapier family siblings and members. As a 
volunteer nurse and certified lactation con-
sultant for more than 30 years, Lyn support-
ed and assisted mothers and welcomed new-
borns into the world. Among her many inter-
ests and hobbies, Lyn especially enjoyed 
sailing with her husband and children as a 
family. Weese, Renee, Edward III, Michael, 
and Sidney are Lawrence family branch 
members. 

 Richard (Dick) L. Walters of Gautier, MS, 
husband of Marie Ella Gore (Meg) Harkey 
Walters, passed away peacefully on Aug 11, 
2020 after a lengthy illness at 75. Dick is sur-
vived by his wife Meg; three sons Scott, 
(Ocean Springs, MS), Steve (St. Louis, MO), 
and Pat (Swansea, IL) from his first mar-
riage; a sister Suzanne Guest and nephew 
John Guest, both of Belleville IL; stepdaugh-
ters Mimi Bosarge (Pascagoula, MS), and 
Charlotte Falkner (South Jordan, UT); and 
many grandchildren. Born in Belleville, Dick 
worked for ConTel (Continental Telephone) 
for more than 20 years in several capacities, 
including southern Illinois district manager, 
before he moved to Gautier in 1992. A mas-
ter craftsman, he owned and operated Reno-
vation Station Remodeling in Gautier until 
his retirement in 2010 and was an active 
member of St. Pierre Episcopal Church. 
Meg and her daughters Mimi Bosarge and 
Charlotte Falkner from a previous marriage 
are Ella Marie family branch members. 
Because of COVID-19 concerns, a memorial 
service and funeral mass celebrating Dick’s 
life will be held at a later date. 

 Louis M. Andolsek III and his wife Frankie 
of Thibodaux celebrated the birth of Louis 
M. Andolsek IV, their third child and first 
son , on July 7, 2020.  Louis IV weighed 8 lbs., 
6 oz. and is the fifth grandchild of Julie and 
Levert President Andy Andolsek. The new-
born, his father, and grandfather are Law-
rence family branch members. 

 
 
 

Director profile 

Editor’s Note: This profile of a Levert director, in the long line of such 
profiles, is a member of the Jean Baptiste, Jr. family branch 

Whatever traveling means to Beth and 
Will, don’t discourage them from doing it 

Ira Harkey III, Editor 
Maya Laviolette, Newsletter  

Editorial Assistant 

as  her marriage had now ended. "We had 
many adventures together over the next 
years," she said. "We loved visiting my  
father's  Smoky Mountain retreat in High-
lands,  N.C   and  to hike in the same Smok-
ies." Her parent's marriage ended while she 
was in high school. She said they also en-
joyed hitting the beaches with her mother, 
Stephanie Musser, and stepfather, John 
"Moose" Musser, at annual shareholders 
meetings . . .  Levert cousins, water, sand, 
more parties!  
    Time passed. Her children were older now 
and Beth began her professional career in 
2012 as a surety bond broker with Interna-
tional Sureties, Ltd. in New Orleans. A non-
contract company servicing corporate and 
insurance community needs, Beth's in the 
bankruptcy bond unit and she operates like a 
"middlewoman" who arranges  fiduciary and 
other types of bonds for chapter 7, 11, and 
13 trustees. 
    And while her children were off doing 
their own things, the 52 year-old wayfarer 
met and fell in love with a man name Will 
Loe, her significant other. [They've been 
together for about 10 years.] And her life 
began to turn full circle after they met, back 
to some of her childhood passions, such as 
hanging out at the Southern Yacht Club 
where Will is a member and moors his 
pleasure boat, Southbound. Beth said the 
boat allows them to rekindle old memories 
with family and friends. "We're looking 
forward to the future and many more excur-
sions on the boat," Beth added. 
    Louis, Jr., meanwhile, is in Los Angeles 
studying to be a welder; Aimee, an LSU 
graduate, is an au pair in Paris for the sec-
ond year in a row as part of the French ex-
change program; and William is a sopho-
more in LSU's honors college after spending 
a year at Georgetown. 
         "All three are thriving and I am bursting 
with pride," exclaimed Beth. 
    So, whatever the meaning of travel is to 
Beth and Will, don't try to discourage them 
from doing it, because they will not listen to 
one word of what you have to say! 
    Beth added, "We thoroughly enjoy travel-
ing together. Our last trip was to Paris to 
visit Aimee. We toured the French city and 
found time to visit the classic champagne 
houses in Reims, France." 
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          While in Baton Rouge, Andolsek was 
voted by “Football News” Freshman All-
American in 1984; named to the All-
Louisiana team in 1985, 1986, and 1987; 
and to the All-SEC team in 1986, when the 
Tigers won the conference title, and again 
in 1987 when LSU finished the season 
ranked No. 5 nationally. “Sporting News” 
ranked Eric as the fourth best offensive 
lineman in the country in 1986. He was also 
selected to the Athlon Sports All-time LSU 
team [Athlon publishes preseason annu-
als/magazines on college and professional 
sports]. In 2017 he was inducted into the 
Bayou Region Athletic Hall of Fame, which 
recognizes athletes, coaches, and staff mem-
bers who have roots in Terrebonne, 
Lafourche, and Assumpton parishes. 
         At the professional level, Eric became a 
starter at guard his second year with De-
troit. He started for the rest of his short-
lived career, blocking for Hall of Fame run-
ning back Barry Sanders and helping him 
to gain a 1,000 yards in three straight sea-
sons. And Eric already was emerging as one 
of the top offensive linemen in the NFL and 
was named to the “USA Today” All-Pro 
team in 1991, his final season. 
    After all these years, Eric may be missed 
but he definitely hasn't faded from memory. 
    — His Thibodaux High jersey No. 55 was 
long-ago retired. 
    — The school's field house was named 
after him. 
    — Family and friends created the Eric 
Andolsek Memorial Foundation which do-
nates to charitable causes and sponsors 
scholarships. 
        — A recreational facility, the Eric An-
dolsek Memorial Park, occupies 11 acres of 
land in Thibodaux donated to the city by the 
Levert Companies.  
      — In 1993 Eric was named to the LSU 
Modern Day Team of the Century.  
    But wait, there's a trove of other honors 
and awards bearing Eric's name, including: 
    — LSU awards its outstanding senior in 
spring training the Eric Andolsek Trophy. 
    — The Lions’ outstanding offensive line-
man award is named after him. 
    And what’s also impressive, Eric An-
dolsek is considered to be one of the two 
best, if not the best, offensive lineman ever 
to play for the Tigers; the other being Alan 
Faneca, a 13-year NFL pro. This approba-
tion and praise according to some pundits, 
tv analysts, college coaches, fans, and peo-
ple who think they know their football stuff. 
    Both Andolsek and Faneca had a special 
knack to create openings in the line for LSU 
running backs to charge through, pancak-
ing opposing linemen and protecting the 
quarterback in the process. Alan did his 
damage in the trenches for LSU from 1994 
to 1997, 10 years after Eric had graduated.  
 

If that forlorn, heartbroken feeling would only just go away . . .  

          It's been almost 30 years since Eric An-
dolsek's life came to a sudden, tragic end on 
a warm summer's day on June 23, 1992 — 
in the front yard of his own house in 
Thibodaux, mind you! He was trimming 
weeds near the mailbox close to Louisiana 
Highway 1, when the driver of a flatbed 
semi-trailer truck lost control, veered off the 
highway, and struck and killed the football 
player who many considered the Mount 
Rushmore of all LSU offensive linemen. 
Eric was preparing for his fifth training 
camp with the NFL Detroit Lions when his 
life ended at age 25. 
    To this day, Eric hasn't been forgotten. 
He's still beloved by those who knew him 
best, played sports with him, and competed 
against him in football, weightlifting, fish-
ing, canasta, tiddilywinks, anything. And 
many continue to utter that lingering, heart-
felt sentiment that can be heard all over 
Thibodaux, Lafourche Parish, and Louisi-
ana: "I just miss him." 
    Nearly three decades to the day and 
month since the crushing blow of his death, 
and to show the high regard and veneration 
that Eric's family, friends, former team-
mates, coaches, and untold numbers of fans 
still have for him — many teammates 
thought of him as a "gentle giant" — 
WAFB-TV, Channel 9, Baton Rouge, paid 
tribute to the "mountain of muscle" (6-2, 
286 lbs) in a special telecast on July 23, 
2020, highlighting his athletic career and 
interviewing many former LSU teammates,  
including Wendell Davis, Eddie Fuller, and  

Editor’s Note: This is another in the 
ongoing series, “Keeping history in 
good repair,” featuring descendants of 
company founder J.B. Levert 

The late Eric Andolsek — “I just miss him” 

Nacho Albergamo. The tribute to Eric, 
younger brother of Levert President Andy 
Andolsek and a Lawrence family branch 
member, was produced as part of a multi-
part series of features and interviews with 
LSU players and coaches from the late 
1980s.   
       On the face of it, Eric's high school, col-
lege, and professional careers read like a 
mythical Who's Who of Sports, what with a 
bevy of honors, awards, and achievements  
to his credit. 
    At Thibodaux High he was a star offen-
sive and defensive lineman from 1981 to 
1984. He was selected to the Adidas 
[German shoemaker] Prep All-American 
team  while there. He went on to a stellar 
career at LSU [he almost went to Alabama 
to don football gear but family and friends 
discouraged him].  

St. John repairs still need to be addressed 
while occupied. At this writing, Andy said the 
house is subject to state mandatory occupation 
limits, distancing requirements, and present face 
mask guidelines. 
            Meantime, Adair said St. John house has 
been open for rent since the renovations and 
upgrades were completed last spring. But she 
said there're still needs and concerns to be ad-
dressed. The 2020 house budget  has been spent 
so, "We will address any maintenance and other 
issues when the council meets next January to 
prioritize for the 2021 house budget," she said.  
    And because the 2020 budget has been ex-
hausted, Adair said there were several enhance-
ments/improvements that the council was not 
able to address and accomplish last spring. 
They include: 
    —  Repair the gates around the house. 
    — Replace rotting columns in back of the 
house. 
    —  Install covers on outside gallery furniture. 
    — Add a paved patio in back of the house for 
special events to be protected by tents to avoid 
mud and rain. 

    Despite having no official meeting since 
January 2020, the 10-member Levert Family 
Council (LFC) has been rather busy just the 
same "batting ideas around" via e-mails.  
         According to Adair Friedrichs Fox, council 
chairperson and Ella Marie family branch mem-
ber, one such idea came from Candy Couch, 
wife of Anna Beatrice member Stephen Couch, 
who suggested and added a section and/or tab to 
the family webpage login (password Rienzi) 
regarding St. John Plantation reservations and 
use. The addition allows 24-hour access to 
downloadable and pertinent reservation forms, 
policies, house rules, and other information. Her 
suggestion included an online calendar that 
shows availability of rooms and open dates to 
make reservations. 
         "It is nice to have all of the necessary St. 
John  information  in one  place, " Candy ex-
plained. "But I've heard that the house is not 
being used because of the virus." 
           Regarding Covid-19 and the current  rental 
situation, Andy Andolsek, Levert President, 
said that the house is available for visits and use 
but without  cooking,  linen,  and  staff  services   


