
VOLUME 11 ,  ISSUE  2 JULY  2020 

Seven Levert Family Council (LFC) members 
spent a weekend in January 2020 at St. John 
Plantation discussing various needs and up-
grades to be addressed at the house. They re-
viewed the 2022 and 2023 annual meeting loca-
tions; menu for the 2021 meeting set at Gulf 
Shores, AL; and how to get more family mem-
bers to use the webpage. Repairs and renova-
tions completed earlier this spring included 
replacing the upstairs hall chandelier (see photo 
at left); repainting the back gallery and steps; 
repainting the second-floor gallery; and 
"sprucing up the Widow's Walk.” Adair Fox 
chaired the three-day meeting. Other LFC 
members attending were Kathy Farris, Made-
leine Morris, Annette Stoerman, Elizabeth 
Dober, Patrick Couch and John Swanson IV. 
See page 4 for what else the LFC is up to. (All 
St. John house upgrade photographs by Charlie 
Levert.) 

Levert has ability  
to withstand recent 
virus issues — Andy  
         It’s unfortunate that effects of the corona-
virus caused the 2020 annual meetings to be 
moved from their originally planned venue of 
Sandestin, FL to the Metairie corporate of-
fice, as initial reservations indicated that a 
“good” turnout was probable. Based on the 
reservation count, I am optimistic that the 
restricted attendance guidelines imposed on 
this year’s meetings, which caused the annual 
“family reunion” events [fishing and golf 
tournaments] to be canceled, may trigger 
greater demand from shareholders to attend 
next year’s annual meetings set for Gulf 
Shores, AL on Saturday June 12, 2021. 
       The Companies’ Jan. 31, 2020 Annual Re-
port was Zoomed live to family members 
unable to attend the meeting in person, and 
all members should have by now received a 
hard copy of the Annual Report and meeting 
minutes for your records. A recording of the 
presentation is still available on the Levert 
family website for anyone that may have not 
been able to view the June 13 presentation. If 
interested, please contact the office for in-
structions on how to access the family web-
site. 
      As addressed in my 2020 Annual Report, 
the Levert Companies have not been immune 
to the effects of COVID-19, as it has had an 
adverse effect on the year-to-date business 
operations of the Companies. Its effects are 
expected to linger until sometime after a vac-
cine is made available to the public. The full 
extent of the economic consequences trig-
gered by the virus are  presently  unknown,  
although  the   initiation  of   “force majeure”  
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Most of us have serious thoughts about where the coronavirus will leave        
 you. It might provide a welcome change of pace to note a few of its lesser  
consequences, to wit: 

 
—With no church on Sunday, I’m have a devil of a time remembering which 
day of the week it is 
—Never thought I would be sporting a “hippie” hair style at this stage of my 
life 
—A major decision this year will be whether to take your summer vacation in 
the front-yard or back-yard 
—In more than one way it’s going to be unhealthy to conduct a presidential 
campaign during the pandemic 
—If the lock down lasts much longer, American will either be obese or  
alcoholics (maybe both) 
—If they don’t develop a vaccine soon, New Orleans might see a return to its 
Mardi Gras masking tradition 
— They formerly arrested you for wearing a mask into a bank. Now for not 

 
This is being penned one month into Louisiana’s stay-at-home order. It’s not 
meant to diminish the seriousness of the situation especially for us senior  
citizens. 

Robert Becker,  
former Levert Companies president 

BOB’S COVID-19 MUSINGS 

New upstairs 
chandelier  

President’s message 
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Down on the farm 

Real estate happenings    

Charlie: What a difference six months of favorable weather makes 

COVID-19 may put future rental department earnings in jeopardy 

Cane stalks ready for harvest are tall, straight, and 
green in color, but the November 2019 freeze and 
wet field conditions turned the stalks a brownish, 
dead-like  color, as captured by Andy Andolsek  

         During this year’s Annual Report, statistics 
on the performance and makeup of the Real 
Estate Rental Department were presented 
indicating that your Companies together own 
65 buildings comprising nearly 1.25 million 
square feet of rentable space, according to 
Pam Tapie, vice president, real estate opera-
tions.  
         In addition, Pam said the recent progress 
exhibited in the combined occupancy rate, 
which has been a contributing factor to the 
“sound degree” of earnings produced by the 
Rental Department over the past several 
years, also was presented. 

          But unfortunately, Pam said, it currently 
appears that the recent upward occupancy 
rate trend, as indicated on the accompanying 
graph, is in jeopardy of changing or regress-
ing, “as are Jan. 31, 2021 earnings in this 
department as a result of the effects of the 
coronavirus.”  
          Pam said to stay tuned for more on this 
situation (coronavirus) in future newsletter 
articles and feel free to contact her should 
any family member have questions concern-
ing this matter.  

         Since cutting the last sugarcane stalk on 
December 29, effectively ending the 2019 
crop cycle, “We have put the financial short-
fall caused by last year’s poor crop behind us 
and have been concentrating on recovering in 
2020,” said Charlie Levert, agricultural oper-
ations vice president. 
         As of this writing, Charlie said he’s excited 
to report that the weather conditions experi-
enced during the first half of 2020 have been 
very advantageous. They have allowed for 
the advanced application of fertilizer, herbi-
cides, and fungicides to take place in addition 
to permitting timely cultivation and fallow-
ground preparations to be performed.   

         He added: “These factors have us ready to 
commence the start of the 2020 planting that 
will take place, weather permitting, in late 
July.” 
        Charlie said there are several months to go 
until the start of the 2020 harvest, although 
the potential for a good crop “seems to exist 
at the present time.” Of course, insects, 
droughts, hurricanes, potentially flooding 
rains, and overall sugar content would all 
play a part in how the 2020 sugarcane crop 
fares. 
        But Charlie said, “I can faithfully say that 
the favorable weather conditions experienced 
to date have cooperated and allowed us to do 
our part in providing what is needed to pro-
duce a gainful crop.” 

Mineral matters 

Despite favorable results, ‘fracking’ not widely accepted  — Becker 
(Editor’s Note: Guest columnist Rob-
ert Becker, former Levert president, 
plans to devote several articles to the 
oil and gas industry  —  where it 
stands today and its future prospects 
for the country, Louisiana, and Levert 
Companies. This is his first effort) 

oil and gas contained in shale formations 
located throughout this country. Problem was 
that shale is a tight formation that doesn't 
allow oil and gas to flow freely. With drilling 
limited to vertical penetration, trying to gath-
er shale reserves was uneconomical. 
          Around the turn of the century a new drill-
ing technique was developed that allows the 
drilling bit to turn almost 90 degrees so that 
productive zones in a formation could 
be penetrated throughout their full length. 
This allows for the opening of many more 
gathering points. Sophisticated fluids have 
been developed that, when injected under 
pressure, remove the restrictions and allow 
oil and has to flow to the wellhead.  
        So successful has this new technique been 
that it's vaulted the U.S. into the number one 
position in the world as a producer of oil and 
gas. The U.S. has become an exporter instead 

of a huge importer of crude oil. This has pro-
duced the very favorable result of removing 
the U.S.'s dependence on the Middle East for 
its energy needs. 
            But despite this favorable result the frack-
ing process has not met with univer-
sal acceptance. Many in the environmental 
community are strongly objecting, citing con-
cerns about groundwater contamination and 
disposition of the old fluids.  
            I believe that they also fear that if oil and 
gas prices remain low their main goal of com-
pletely eliminating fossil fuels will be greatly 
delayed. 
            This will no doubt be the cause of heated 
debate in the upcoming presidential cam-
paign. Stay tuned. 
 

 

           As you no doubt are aware, the domestic 
oil industry has been trying to adjust to a 
severe drop in prices both for crude oil and 
for natural gas. Consumers have benefited, 
but the business side of the industry is hurt-
ing. Layoffs have been rampant. Since a big 
reason for the decline in prices has been 
"fracking" (industry term for fracturing), I 
thought it appropriate to start with a discus-
sion of that process. 
         For years the oil and gas industry has 
known that there are prolific reserves of both 
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Where it all started! . . . 
 

Sailor Buddy Friedrichs may be gone,  
but he’s a long way from being forgotten 

              On Nov. 9, 2019, Buddy Friedrichs, 1968 
Olympic gold medalist, was inducted posthu-
mously into the National Sailing Hall of Fame 
(NSHOF). While Buddy set many records 
during his long, illustrious sailing career, his 
family and friends set a single-family attend-
ance record at the ceremony.  
           Twenty-four of Buddy’s family, friends, 
and crew members representing the Southern 
Yacht Club in New Orleans traveled to Wash-
ington and the Seattle Yacht Club for the in-
duction ceremony —  the largest crowd from 
one club in the eight years of inductions. Bud-
dy was honored along with men and women 
who have made significant [contributions to] 
the sport of sailing. Boat designers, sailmak-
ers, the first female Olympian, journalists, and 
competitors were among the inductees in the 
Class of 2019.  
         Gary Jobson, sailor, TV commentator, and 
himself a NSHOF inductee in 2011, served as 
MC. He introduced each inductee and award-
ed them with a framed certificate of honor, an 
engraved medal, and a special congressional 
recognition for their contributions to sailing. 
Shelby, Buddy’s son, accepted the award on 
behalf of the Friedrichs family who was pre-
sent at the event. [Buddy’s daughters Suzanne 
and Adair; his widow Suzy; his grandson 
“little” Shelby; and crew member Click 
Shreck all attended.] 
         Shelby said: My father, Buddy Friedrichs, 
would have been proud to receive this award. 
His biggest achievement in his sailing career 
was winning the gold medal in the 1968 
Olympics at Acapulco, Mexico. He and his 
crew Barton Jahncke and Click Shreck won 
four  of the  scheduled seven Olympic Dragon  

(Editor’s Note: The following is from the speech by Shelby Frie-
drichs honoring his father Buddy, who was inducted posthu-
mously into the National Sailing Hall of Fame on Nov. 9, 2019, at 
the Seattle Yacht Club)  

‘It’s the crew that crosses the finish line first’ 

Class races,  placed second in two, and sixth in 
the other.    They proudly brought the gold 
medal back to the Southern Yacht Club. 
      The NSHOF events included the
[presentation] ceremony,  a luncheon, and a 
dinner reception . . .  After the formal events, 
sailing aficionados sat around and told tales 
about past races, boat history, and team cama-
raderie. It was quite obvious to everyone that 
Southern Yacht Club had a unique sense of 
community. One of the nominating committee 
members emotionally said: “I am in awe of the 
Southern Yacht Club crowd. They were here 
to celebrate Buddy’s accomplishments but 
also the strength and history of a sailing club 
and its members.”  
         As Shelby stated in his speech: Thank you 
to every person who stops to tell our family a 
story about a race to the finish . . .  this helps 
keep my father’s legacy and his sailing alive 
for all of us. This weekend was about history, 
tradition, and a celebration of the legacy of a  
man who not only [had] significant accom-
plishments in the sport of sailing, but impacted 
the culture of the Southern Yacht Club. 
          [In closing] my thoughts [are] stuck on a 
comment by Allison Jolly, a 2019 inductee 
and skipper of the first female Olympic sailing 
team in 1988, made in reference to the im-
portance of her crew. She humbly said, “In 
front of every great skipper is the crew and it’s 
actually the crew that crosses the finish line 
first.” The crew of Southern showed up at the 
induction and set an attendance record that 
will be hard for future clubs to beat. Going 
forward, may every member, employee, and 
guest of Southern Yacht Club recognize them-
selves as crew who are here to support the 
Corinthians of all ages to reach the finish 
line  . .  . . 

Editor’s note:  

 

 

     Plans are to publish the newsletter 
quarterly. Your support and participa-
tion are necessary and encouraged to 
make this publication a success. Please 
call or e-mail any current or future family 
news and events (graduations, weddings, 
travels, etc.) to me at (228) 872-1324 
(land), (228) 238-9261 (cell) or at 
harkeyi@bellsouth.net for inclusion in 
your next newsletter. Maya Laviolette is 
Executive Assistant and Levert Newslet-
ter Editorial Assistant. 

     Ira Harkey III, 
 Editor 

        Plans have been "in the works" for awhile 
by a Houston-based company to build a $100 
million plant in St. Martinville that would use 
the sugarcane waste bagasse as a fuel and 
raw material to make ethanol. 
         The project is still several years away from 
becoming a reality and it hasn't even been 
funded yet, according to L.C. "Boo" Levert, 
retired Levert agricultural operations vice 
president. He said the bagasse waste would 
come from a sugar mill operated by the Loui-
siana Sugar Cane Cooperative in St. Martin-
ville —  possibly the St. John mill. But Boo 
said there's also the possibility that the pro-
ject may never get off the ground.  

      "This has been in the works for awhile," he 
said, "and finding investors has been diffi-
cult. Now, because of the current virus situa-
tion and the fact that oil prices have dropped 
considerably finding investors may be even 
more difficult.”  
         According to a statement by Houston-
based Praj Industries, a bioenergy engineer-
ing company, the goal is to sell ethanol to 
gasoline producers who want to meet certain 
fuel standards. The company also said the 
project would be significant for sugarcane 
farmers and mills who have to store any ex-
cess material after completion of the grinding 
and milling process. 

Sugarcane waste bagasse and more .  .  .   

“.  .  .    helps keep my father’s legacy alive”  
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(Andy  
continued from page 1) 

on certain contracts and the underlying ef-
fects of the economic slowdown have placed 
hardships on many of our commercial ten-
ants. [Force majeure is a common contract 
clause essentially freeing both parties — 
Levert and its commercial tenants — from 
liability when an unexpected event occurs, 
such as COVID-19, preventing one or both 
parties from fulfilling their obligations.] This 
situation has led to the deferral of rent and to 
default actions taking place that will lead to 
deterioration in the imminent performance of 
the Real Estate Rental Department.  
         Despite the adverse conditions presently 
being experienced, the sound balance sheets 
of your Companies, which were confirmed in 
the Annual Report, should provide the Com-
panies with the ability to endure the harsh 
economic conditions that are currently upon 
us and in time allow for a return to business 
as usual and possibly present some favorable 
investment opportunities!   
          The philosophy, goals, and decisions of-
fered by the Boards of Directors over the 
years are acclaimed as being the catalysis 
affording the Companies the ability to with-
stand the recent issues presented by the virus, 
and they should also be recognized as the 
strength allowing the Companies to endure 
for more than 100 years.  
        As always, should you ever have any ques-
tions related to any Company matters, please 
feel free to reach out to me at any time. 
 

Andy Andolsek, 
President 

 

Family branch briefs with Mardi Gras flavor   

 Adair Fox and Suzanne Delahoussye, Ella 
Marie family branch members; Suzy Frie-
drichs, Buddy’s widow; and Daphne 
Jones, Lawrence branch member and Win-
nie Goulas’ daughter, had an 
“unforgettable” experience riding in the 
Zulu Social Aid Parade Mardi Gras morn-
ing in New Orleans. The four gals also at-
tended the Zulu ball the night before.  

 Mart Lamar of Jackson, MS and New 
Orleans, Albert family branch member, 
rode on the last float in the 2020 Krewe of 
Rex Parade, “The Flowers of Spring.” He 
rode in the Rex parade 28 years ago as a 
guest of his late father, Albert. Mart and his 
wife Laura also attended the Rex Ball. 

 John F. Levert and his wife Lindsay of the 
Bahamas celebrated the birth of their first 
child in March 2020, John Alfred “Ford” 
Levert IV. Ford is a nickname and his 
namesake is his father’s late brother, John 
Alfred III “Freddie.” The new addition is 
also the fourth grandchild of Martha and J. 
Alfred II. The new father, his son Ford, and 
Ford’s grandfather are all members of the 
Alfred family branch. 

Four Levert family members get together 
for  a drink after dancing the night away 
at the Zulu Ball. They are (left to right) 
Suzanne Delahoussye, Daphne Jones, 
Margo Goulas, and Adair Fox 

         It covered "a lot of ground" at its only regu-
lar meeting in January 2020. The Levert Fam-
ily Council (LFC), that is. 
         The LFC usually has two meetings a year 
— in January and June  — both in conjunc-
tion with the Land and St. John director meet-
ings. But its June meeting had to be canceled, 
as was the annual shareholder meetings in 
June at Sandestin, FL, because of the corona-
virus pandemic. The LFC did, however, hold 
a successful three-day weekend confab in 
January at St. John Plantation to discuss vari-
ous house repairs and upgrades, many of 
which already have been completed (see adja-
cent photos and page 1 photo). 
        Council members also discussed and re-
viewed a variety of issues, needs, and con-
cerns at its only regular meeting at the Me-
tairie corporate office. They include: 
—Creating a family Facebook page 
—Getting younger family members more 
involved in Company matters 
—Including  a family council article with art 
in every newsletter 
—Should board directors and LFC members 
work more closely 
—Rental rates for the St. John house. 
        In other business, LFC members were elect-
ed   and  reelected  to  the  council  by  Levert  

Andy 
“zooming” 

Remember When . . .  
   (St. Martinville Teche News newspaper, 
Feb. 21, 1920) 
        
    Members of the St. Martin Parish School 
Board expressed their thanks and appreci-
ation to Gen. J. B. Levert for his 
"thoughtful" contribution of $2,000 to be 
applied to the completion of a new gym for 
St. Martinville High School  . . .  [Upon its 
completion circa 1910 the gym was named 
"J.B Levert Gymnasium" in his honor.] 

Widow’s Walk gets new look 

Second-floor gallery repainted  

shareholders for 2020-21. Four elected by 
Land directors were Elizabeth Dober, An-
nette Stoerman, John Swanson IV, and 
Anne Lee Hardy. Four elected by St. John 
directors were Patrick Couch, Kathy Farris, 
Madeleine Morris, and Edward Levert III. 
Adair Fox and Stephen Couch were ap-
pointed to the family council by President  
Andy Andolsek. 

LFC covers ‘a lot 
of ground’ at only 
regular 2020 meet 

Election of members 


