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Looking regal on her “throne,” 

scepter and all, Ella Marie Levert 

Gore (1885-1974) (top photo) gazes 

at her court maidens after  being 

crowned queen in 1906 at the ball 

of the Mistick Krewe of Proteus 

during Carnival in New Orleans. 

Company founder Jean Baptiste 

Levert’s youngest daughter, Ella 

Marie would observe her youngest 

daughter, Marie Ella Gore Harkey, 

crowned queen of Proteus in 1938. 

Close siblings Ella Marie and Rob-

ert Louis Levert stand outside 

Ella’s home on Napoleon Avenue in 

New Orleans circa 1940s. 

See page 4 for more Pictures from the 

Past representing the other seven 

Levert family branches . . . 

2018 harvest ranks 

one of wettest ever 
     As of this writing, you all should have 
received the 2018-2019 dividend distribu-
tions representing the performance of our 
operations during the past year. As evidenced 
in the Down on the farm article on page 2 of 
the newsletter and confirmed by Boo Levert, 
long-time Company VP, agriculture, this year 
ranks along with 1972 as one of the wettest 
harvests ever experienced during recent 
times. With that being said, I am grateful that 
Charlie and his team endured the elements 
and thank them for holding true to produce 
one of our highest crop yields despite the 
conditions present. In addition, I want to 
thank all of my employees for the part they 
played in the Companies’ business operations 
to help fashion a distinctive year. 

     As set forth in the Operating or Business 
Plan submitted to the Board of Directors at 
January’s 2019 board meeting, the Corporate 
Mission continues to be to effectively utilize 
and expand Company real estate holdings in 
order to maximize values and to provide a 
reliable and increasing income stream for 
present and future members, and I look for-
ward to continuing to carry out this mission 
during 2019.  

     Please mark your calendars for the annual 
shareholders meeting to be held at the Beau 
Rivage Resort and Casino, Biloxi, MS, Satur-
day, June 8, 2019.  In addition, anyone inter-
ested in serving on the Family Council and as 
a member of the Board of Directors should 
submit a brief resume to the Company Secre-
tary prior to April 1, 2019, to be considered 
by the nominating committee and included 
on the ballot to be presented at the annual 
meeting. I look forward to seeing all of you 
at this year’s annual meeting! 

Andy Andolsek, President  
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Down on the farm  

‘Wet summer, fall conditions seem to aid high crop yield’ — Charlie 

Real Estate happenings  

   Real Estate Rental Department enjoys ‘sound year’  

Council elects 3 chairmen; 
to create website login  
     The new Family Council has decided to 
create a website as part of the Levert family 
website, but with a private login application 
to allow anyone to “post pictures, meeting 
information, activities, assist Ira with the 
newsletter, and much more” said Adair Fox, 
council chairperson.  

     Meeting for the second time on January 9 
at the Metairie corporate office, members 
elected chairmen of the three committees that 
were formed last June at the annual share-
holders meeting at Point Clear, AL. The 
committees were put into shape at that meet-
ing to handle different tasks conferred upon 
the members by the Land and St. John board 
directors.  

     Elizabeth Dober was elected chairperson 
of the annual meeting/activity committee 
formed to assist management to decide meet-
ing locations and activities; Jack Swanson, 
III was elected chairman of the St. John 
house committee designed to help with vari-
ous plantation matters; and Stephen Couch 
will head the newsletter/family interaction  
committee, which already is in the process of 
updating the Levert Family Tree.  

Age-old Rienzi oak 
tree tumbles down 
The 70-80-foot tall, 200-plus 
year-old live oak tree along 
the front driveway at Rienzi 
Plantation in Thibodaux has 
tumbled down, thanks to 
some structural issues, age, 
hollow areas in the 22- to 25-
foot-diameter trunk, and tor-
rential rains off and on from 
last summer to Thanksgiving 
2018 when the trunk broke 
apart about six to eight feet 
above the ground and fell, 
according to John Lafargue, 
Rienzi owner. John said there 
didn’t appear to be any major 
disease or root system prob-
lems. He said the oak was 
planted about the time the old 
plantation house was built 
circa 1815 to 1820. 

Meantime, renovations con-
tinue at the house, beginning 
shortly after Lafargue pur-
chased the house and proper-
ty from Levert in 2012.  

     On a combined basis, the Real Estate 
Rental Department had a “sound year” and 
is poised to produce in excess in $6.4 mil-
lion in operating income as of Jan. 31, 2019, 
demonstrating the department's continued 
growth by exceeding the amount it produced 
in 2008 by 165 percent, according to Pam 
Tapie, vice president, real estate operations.   

     The combined occupancy rate of the 
Companies, which stood near 96 percent at 
the beginning of the year, improved to about 
96.6 percent as of Dec. 31, 2018, which 
helped the department to reach the level of 
earnings that’s expected to be experienced 
during the past year.  During 2018 two prop-
erties were  sold and three others were rede-
veloped. In addition, the purchase of two 

leased properties occurred, one being an of-
fice warehouse in Sulphur, LA and the other 
being a single tenant national retail store in 
Morgan City, LA. 

     Sales and acquisitions during 2018 bring 
the total inventory of improved properties 
managed by the rental department to 64 com-
prising more than 1.23 million square feet of  
leased space.  

     As noted in the October newsletter the 
2018 planting, which was prolonged by wet 
conditions, finally came to an end on Sep-
tember 26 with harvest beginning shortly 
after on September 28, according to Charlie 
Levert, vice president, agricultural opera-
tions.  

      The wet conditions experienced during 
planting continued into and throughout all of 
harvest adversely affecting the 2018 yield 
and adding to increased operating costs. The 
mud, shucks, and water that might find their 
way onto cane stalks harvested under wet 
conditions affect the mill’s test for sugar 
content, Levert explained.  

     He said it significantly slows the harvest 
process and causes more wear and tear on the 
equipment and produces more labor in clean-
ing and repairing equipment and field roads 

as well as keeping  adjacent highways as free 
from mud and debris as possible.  

     Despite these factors, “The wet summer 
and fall conditions seem to have aided the 
crop in attaining one of the highest-ever tons 
per acre yield in the Company’s 100-plus 
years of existence,” Charlie said.  

     After all is said and done, the 3,228 acres 
harvested  produced 116,972 total tons of 
sugarcane which attributed to a yield of 36.2 
tons per acre and 7,800 pounds of sugar per 
acre. Mill grinding was completed on Jan. 18, 
2019. “The prolonged effect of the damage 
caused to our fields during the harvest is cur-
rently unknown,” Charlie said. “But we are 
hopeful that the same factors and very wet 
conditions will not have an adverse effect on 
the 2019 crop yield, although it is hard to 
imagine that it will not.”  

Soggy, water-logged cane fields at the 
time of 2018 planting (Photo by Charlie 
Levert) 
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Family branch briefs    

Boppy: voice as refined as sugar 
     Elizabeth Buckner Levert Martin Mandelli . . .  

     If the following vignette/obituary of one of the least known fami-
ly members were to end after writing her full name on paper, as 
above, it would indeed be a shame! For there’s so much more to 
“Boppy’s” life story than simply to tell where she was born, lived, 
educated, married, and died.  

     After graduating from Louise S. McGehee School in New Orle-
ans, Boppy, as she was known to her immediate family and Jean 
Baptiste Jr. branch members, pursued a musical career concentrating 
on opera. She attended the Boston Conservatory of Music then 
moved to New York and Milan, Italy, for additional training with 
voice coaches. [Italy’s considered the birthplace of opera and home 
to such composers as Puccini and Verdi.] Soon after moving to Mi-
lan, in her 20s, she met and married her husband Dario Mandelli; 
they lived in his native Milan for more than 50 years. 

     Sadly, Boppy never sang professionally, according to her sister, 
Stephanie Martin Musser. Despite inheriting a “magnificent” voice 
from her mother, Elizabeth Martin, a Jean Baptiste Levert grand-
daughter, who was gifted herself to sing on stage but, like Boppy, 
decided not to follow that calling.  Anyway, Boppy’s husband Dario, 
an accomplished painter and sculptor, felt two artists in the same 
family would not be a good combination. And as the story goes, 
John, Stephanie Musser’s husband, found a tape in the couple’s attic, 
put it on the machine, and played the recording on the morning of 
Stephanie’s birthday while she was still fast asleep. “When I awoke 
and heard that beautiful voice I began to cry with excitement and joy, 
thinking she [Boppy] had come home for my birthday.”  

     Interestingly, Boppy entered the Italian business world, eventual-
ly excelling as a top sales representative for Trimmer Industries, Inc., 
leader in heavy construction and concrete equipment used for paving 
highways, bridge approaches,  and airport runways. 

     Born in New Orleans in 1937, Boppy passed peacefully at age 81 
on Oct. 12, 2018, at her Milan home. Funeral services were held in 
Milan and interment was in New Orleans.  
• Isabel Levert Burke, 18, daughter of Darlene and Gibbons 

Burke, Jr. of Austin, TX, has won numerous awards in high-
school art competitions in digital art and other mediums. In 
2016, as a sophomore, she won the prestigious American Vi-
sions Award and a gold medal for her original creation, 
“Melancholy Motel”, one of only five artists in the U.S. to win 
in the scholastic art and writing awards competition. She accept-
ed her prize in person at Carnegie Hall in New York. Isabel 
captured in 2017 gold and silver medals at the national level for 
her artwork. As a senior at Westlake High School, Isabel plans 
to submit two portfolios of her work to the national competition 
in hopes of winning a scholarship. She’s been accepted to Sa-
vannah College of Art and Design in Georgia and Rhode Island 
School of Design, her top choices, with several applications still 
pending. She hopes to make her living using her artistic talent. 
Isabel and her father Gibbons are Ella Marie family branch 
members. [A juicy bit: Westlake High School counts among its 
illustrious alums Drew Brees, New Orleans Saints QB and 2018 
NFL MVP candidate, and Nick Foles, Philadelphia Eagles QB 
and 2018 Super Bowl MVP.]  

• Winston Tutwiler Jones, junior punter and holder for extra 
points and field goals at Nicholls State in Thibodaux, literally 
“booted” the air out of the football — four punts for a 51-yard 
average — during the Colonel’s loss to Eastern Washington in 
the second round of the FCS playoffs in Washington state. 
Nicholls had defeated San Diego College in the second round of 
the playoffs in Thibodaux. A LSU transfer, Jones is the son of 
Daphne Goulas Jones and grandson of Winston Levert Goulas, 
all Lawrence family branch members.  

     I am hopeful that our editor 
Ira Harkey will allow me to 
indulge in a bit of nostalgia at 
the end of this article after 
handling my usual mineral 
report, which I will keep very 
brief. 

     MINERALS — In previ-
ous newsletters I’ve reported 
on the drilling of an ultra-deep 
well (30,000 feet) in the 
Atchafalya Basin reasonably 
close to acreage owned by each 
of your major Companies. That  
well has continued to produce 
large quantities of natural gas 
(initially 48 million cubic feet 
per day), but at an exceedingly 
high cost. In industry terms, it 
was a geologic success but an 
economic failure. Bottom line 
for the Levert shareholders is 
that drilling costs and/or gas 
prices will have to improve 
considerably before the Com-
panies can expect to attract any  
ultra-deep leasing. 

     NOSTALGIA — With 
Ira’s okay, I thought I would 
record some of the interesting 
things that happened during 
my early days with your Com-
panies as president and CEO. 
At that time our offices were 
located at the foot of Canal 
Street in a mix-use neighbor-
hood in the City of New Orle-
ans.  

      I knew nothing about 
growing sugarcane so in 1993, 
my first year on the job, I 
asked Charlie Leblanc, vice 
president, to plant a few rows 
of cane in our side yard. Wiltz 
Duplantis, vice president in 
Thibodaux, secured some soft 
(chewing) cane from the exper-
imental station in Houma so 
that we would enjoy the fruits 
of our labor. Charlie’s work 
was excellent and the crop 
grew tall and straight. But at 
the harvest time we heard some 
strange chatter coming from 
the patch. We discovered a 
group of  young teenage boys 
speaking Spanish and cutting 
and eating the cane. We fig-
ured they had recently relocat-

Mineral matters and more 

ed from Cuba and were attend-
ing a nearby junior high 
school. Clearly, no urban-
American teenager would 
know that our tall reeds (stalks) 
were good to eat. 

     In the  next year, in the mid-
dle of the summer, our air con-
ditioning unit was not cooling 
very well and our electricity 
bills were unusually high. The 
office was a restored shotgun-
styled home some three feet off 
the ground with duck work 
running under the building. We 
called a technician who quick-
ly identified the problem. 
Seems a group of homeless 
people had created an 
“apartment” complex under the 
house. They had fashioned 
walls out of cardboard boxes 
and tapped into the A/C ducts 
for summer cooling and winter 
heating. No telling how long 
they were there. That also ex-
plained why we never seemed 
to get any ripe figs from our 
tree.  

     I was visited sometime later 
by a neighborhood watch 
group soliciting funds for the 
continued employment of an 
off-duty police detail to pro-
vide neighborhood patrols. The 
group explained that during the 
past year, thanks to these pa-
trols, there had been only four 
break-ins, three armed rob-
beries, and two rapes in the 
neighborhood, a significant 
reduction from prior years — 
this led to our prompt reloca-
tion to a more conventional 
business area in the neighbor-
ing Jefferson Parish.  

     These are but three of the 
many unusual happenings we 
experienced on Canal Street. 
They sure made our stay there 
quite memorable!  

 

Robert Becker, 

Director Emeritus 

‘. . . Seems a group of homeless 
people created an apartment com-

plex under the office . . .’  

Ira Harkey, III, Editor 
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. . . All available evidence points to the 1895 
construction of the bridge and 1900 for its 
erection in the present location. The bridge’s 
historic appearance is clearly evident as it has 
undergone only one major alteration — an 
asphalt overlay which allowed the change of 
the bridge’s use from rail to vehicular traffic. 

     The bridge was erected at the request of 
J.B. Levert, owner of St. John Plantation 
located on the bayou’s east bank south of the 
bridge. A January 1908 contract indicated 
that in 1900 Levert asked Morgan’s Louisi-
ana & Texas Railroad & Steamship Co. to 
extend their tracks across Bayou Teche for 
his [Levert’s] “convenience and benefit”— to 
service his sugar refinery . . .  An earlier 
agreement with the rail company had permit-
ted tracks to be built on Levert’s plantation 
property for the railroad’s benefit. 

     Levert’s plantation and sugar operation, 
the Levert-St. John, was founded in 1880 
[Levert and his business partner John Louis 
Bush became owners of the former DeClouet 
family plantation in 1885 through foreclo-
sure. Levert-St. John Company was incorpo-
rated by Levert in 1915] and became a strong 
player in the local economy. Levert himself 
was recognized in 1892 as “one of the promi-
nent and leading men of the new south.” 

     The bridge is 264 feet long and 14.7 feet 
wide, allowing for only one lane of traffic . . . 
According to one source, the asphalt overlay 
of the bridge apparently occurred in the late 
1950s, when the sugar mill ceased using the 
railroad as a means of cane transportation. St. 
John mill may have been one of the last sugar 
mills in Louisiana to use rail transport . . .  

     As the oldest known bridge in Louisiana, 
as well as the only known bridge of its kind, 
it retains sufficient integrity and significance 
to warrant candidacy for the National Regis-
ter . . . It’s also significant because it’s the 
oldest known bridge in Louisiana, according 
to the Louisiana Department of Transporta-
tion and Development . . .  

     Use of the bridge as a main form of trav-
ersing waterways came to the state compara-
tively late. Few bridges existed in Louisiana 
until 1924, when they began to replace ferry 
services. Before that waterways were crossed 
by boat. Sixteen Louisiana bridges known to 
have been built prior to 1920 still exist, and 
the Levert-St. John bridge was constructed 
prior to 1910. 

Editor’s note: The following are ex-
cerpts from a history of the Levert-St. 
John rail/asphalt, single-lane bridge 
spanning Bayou Teche near St. John 
sugar mill. Linda Levert, Boo’s better 
half, spotted the article on Facebook and  
thought it would be an interesting addi-
tion to the family newsletter 

Oldest bridge of its 
kind in Louisiana  

. . . This montage illustrates by different 
photographs snapped at different times 

the other seven family branches. Ella Ma-
rie branch is depicted on page 1 

John Bertels Levert, 7, 
Uncle Fred’s son, on 
steps as Jean Baptiste 
Jr.,  Jean Baptiste Jr. 

branch, his wife Julia, 
and Aunt Bea, Beatrice 
branch (left to right) 
rock on Third Street 
house porch ca. 1908. 
Uncle Fred at home in 
Birmingham, AL ca. 
1907 (Alfred branch)  

Louise Gonsoulin, 
Uncle Albert’s wife, 
and daughters 
Stephanie, left, and 
Sylvia at St. John 
where they lived ca. 
1913. Uncle Albert 
(right photo) after 
moving to St. John 
Plantation as man-
ager in early 1890s 
(Albert branch) 

Dr. Francis Kearny 
and Aunt Bea on their 
honeymoon shortly 
after their marriage in 
Biloxi, MS in 1907 
(Beatrice branch) 

Angele Swanson, Ernest  Mayer, his 
wife Mary Bell Swanson Mayer, and 
Jack Swanson Jr. (left to right) in 
Covington, LA ca. 1960s. Mary  
Bell, 5, her brother Jack Jr., 8, 
(right photo) in New Orleans ca. 
1918 (Stella branch) 

Julia, Jean Baptiste 
Jr’s wife, and their 
three children Jimmy  
(left), Elizabeth 
(standing), and Jean 
Baptiste III ca. 1916 
(left photo) (Jean 
Baptiste Jr. branch) 

Lawrence family branch members 
celebrate 50th wedding anniversary 
of Aunt Lulu, second from left, and 
Uncle Lawrence, second from right, 
married in 1910 at St. John.  Other 
members celebrating are Dr. Ed-
ward “T’bebe” Levert (far left) and 
L.C. “Didi” Levert, Jr. (third  from 
left). T’bebe’s wife Barbara (fourth 
from left) and Didi’s wife Bink (far 
right) also celebrated.  

Olga Debuys Levert, 
Uncle Robert’s wife 
(left), and their daugh-
ter Marie Olga, Rykert 
Toledano Jr’s mother 
ca. early 1920s (right 
photo) (Robert Louis 
branch) 


