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     As reported in my February 2016 newslet-
ter article and in the 2016-2017 Business 
Plan, a decline in overall earnings from the 
prior year’s record performance was antici-
pated to take place as of Jan. 31, 2017. Al-
though a decline did occur it was not as se-
vere as predicted and the result prompted the 
Jan. 31, 2017, overall performance to rank as 
one of the top four, all-time earnings produc-
ers ever. 
     Plantation Acres LLC experienced a record 
year thanks to Troy Bellanger, vice president 
operations, Thibodaux and his team. The re-
sulting Company dividend distribution fell 
just short of last year's record total. With this 
in mind, the prognosis for the year ending Jan. 
31, 2018, is not predicted to be as promising 
(see farm and real estate articles on page 2 of 
this newsletter for some of the reasons why). 
     As I’ve mentioned in previous communi-
cations, your Boards have over the past year 
undertaken the task to consider a possible 
governance structure change. During the 
January 10 board meetings and recommended 
by the Governance Task Force Committee 
created to develop a modified management 
structure, both Boards have approved and 
endorsed moving forward to solicit stock-
holder and member approval to implement 
such a change. The current plan is to present 
the recommended method to shareholders for 
review and consideration before June’s annual 
meeting to allow for discussion and a vote on 
possible implementation during that meeting. 

(Andy 
continued on page 4) 

 

President’s message 

Earnings drop not as bad 
as forecast earlier – Andy 

      

St. Martinville Mayor Thomas Nelson and L.C. “Boo” Levert, III, retired Levert 
agricultural operations vice president (center of photo in white and blue shirts, 
respectively),  cut the ribbon officially opening the new junior college 

‘It’s an ideal location’ 
Junior college opens for 2016 fall classes  

Representing Levert at the ceremonies 
were (left to right) Boo Levert, Boo’s 
wife Linda, and Levert Companies 
President Andy Andolsek. Note plaque 
behind them, which states in part: 
“South Louisiana Community College 
gratefully acknowledges the generous 
support of the Levert family . . .” 

     Several city and St. Martin Parish offi-
cials, business leaders, educators, and Lou-
isiana state senators and representatives 
attended the ribbon-cutting ceremonies 
officially opening South Louisiana Com-
munity College’s (SLCC) new Evangeline 
campus.  
     The ceremonies were held last Septem-
ber 2016 in St. Martinville, followed by a 
campus tour and reception. Those in atten-
dance included Dr. Natalie Harder, SLCC 
chancellor; Thomas Nelson, St. Martinville 
mayor; Guy Cornier, St. Martin Parish 
president; Fred Mills, state senator; and 
Andy Andolsek, Levert Companies presi-
dent. 
     “The city of St. Martinville and sur-
rounding areas deserve the opportunity to 
have access to academic and workforce 
training programs that will prepare students 
for tomorrow’s work force,” Chancellor 
Harder said in a news release. 
    Work on the $9.2 million, 36,000 
square-foot facility was completed in June 
2016 in time for students to register for fall 
classes. The junior college will offer spe-
cialized courses and training in healthcare, 
welding, and continuing education, includ-

ing practical nursing and automotive re-
pair. 
     The new campus is located along High-
way 31 on nine acres of land formerly 
owned and donated to the college by 
Levert-St. John LLC. 
     Added St. Martinville Mayor Thomas 
Nelson: “It’s an ideal location. It was a 
fight to keep it in St. Martinville.”   



  The collective company performance of 
your Real Estate Rental Department, as of Jan. 
31, 2017, is expected to make up more than 70 
percent of the gross profits from all operations 
and other income combined.  

According to Pam Tapie, real estate opera-
tions vice president, net income produced by 
the department is expected to set an all-time 
high again, methodically approaching the $6 
million earnings mark and exceeding the prior 
year’s performance by an amount in excess of 
$400,000. 

Unfortunately, the prognosis for the Jan. 31, 
2018, results isn't as positive because 31, or 13 
percent, of the 242 leases now in place have 
expiration dates at some point during 2017; this 
in addition to the 15 vacancies that currently 
exist. “We’re working very hard to fill the cur-
rent and expected vacancies,” Pam explained. 
“However, this situation may lead to dimin-
ished earnings if any resulting vacancies are not 
filled in a timely manner.” 

Pam said one example of our concentrated 
marketing efforts is the former Pier 1 Imports  

 
 

building located at 170  North  Shore  Blvd.  in  
Slidell along Interstate 12 (see rendering). “A 
redevelopment of this property is proposed and 
we have had interest from a number of prospec-
tive tenants. We hope to fill this vacancy during 
2017,” she said.  

Meantime, the combined company occu-
pancy rate began the year at approximately 95 
percent and ended the year almost in the same 
position at 94 percent. 
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As noted in the October newsletter, the 
2016 planting was prolonged because of wet 
conditions experienced during August, with 
completion of the 1,206-acre planting finally 
ending October 10, according to Charlie Levert, 
agricultural operations vice president 

“With this in mind our labor force was 
spread thin and required to work extended  
hours with the 2016 harvest beginning early on 
September 27,” Charlie said. “We were forced 
to plant and harvest simultaneously for about 
two weeks.” 

Despite the very wet August, Charlie said, 
this year’s harvest took place under drought 
conditions and was one of the driest harvests 
ever experienced, which contributed to a reduc-
tion in equipment-related failures and provided 
for an earlier-than-usual December 19 finish. 
He said the dry conditions did, however, cause 
stress to much of the cane planted in 2016 and 
caused the harvested cane to be lighter than 
anticipated. He added: “All in all, the 3,065 
acres harvested in 2016 produced a total of 
91,457 tons of cane that attributed to a yield of 
7,481 pounds of sugar per acre that exceeded 
budget, and the yield was one of the highest 
totals ever recorded.” 

He said the lighter stalk weight experi-
enced was more than offset by the “above aver-
age” sugar content experienced, which resulted 
from the cane being somewhat dehydrated, thus, 
leading to the above average sugar-per-ton total 
of 250. 

The effect of both the flooding and drought 
conditions on the 2017 crop are unknown, Char-
lie said. But the Company is expecting some 
damage to occur that could have a negative 
effect on the overall performance of that crop. 

Be sure to read future newsletters for 
status reports on how the crop is reacting to 
the stress caused by the 2016 adverse 
weather conditions and events.  

PAGE 2 

Down on the farm 

2016 sugarcane yield one of highest on record 

Real estate happenings 

First, a word about the retail giant. 
There’s very little that hasn’t already been 
written about Walmart, from its humble 
beginnings in 1950 as a single 5 & dime 
store to its present position as the world’s 
largest retailer. Its magic formula: an ob-
session with cost-cutting and a dedication 
to passing a portion of its savings on to its 
customers. 

There are some who hate it (like my 
wife) and some who love it (like myself), 
but to most it is a definite community as-
set. Admittedly, I am somewhat biased as I 
have been called on to point out its benefits 
to various political figures over the years. 
Truth be told, it’s neither all good nor all 
bad. But to me its overriding benefit is 
that it offers a vast array of products at 
unmatched prices, essentially making com-
parison shopping unnecessary. This is es-
pecially important to today’s typical time- 
and budget-stressed family. 

If a significant number of families are 
drawn to an area, who stands to benefit 
more than a residential real estate devel-
oper? Conceding the residential attraction, 
what about commercial? Isn’t it a fact that 
Walmart forces many small businesses out 
of business? True, but there are some 
niches that Walmart doesn't fill, like good 
quality clothing and fine jewelry. There 
are many local and national retailers wait-
ing to fill those gaps.  

As company editor/historian Ira 
Harkey aptly pointed out in his history of 
the Levert Companies, a synergism devel-
oped in Thibodaux (and to a lesser extent 
in St. Charles Parish) between residential 
users and businesses. The more families 
that moved in, the more businesses that 
wanted to locate nearby, creating more 
convenience, which attracted more fami-
lies, etc., etc. 

So much for the past. What might the 
future hold? Will Walmart continue to 
dominate or will a new retail competitor 
arise? This past year saw a surge in the 
expansion of Amazon, the low-price, on-
line retailer. Will it supplant Walmart and 
change the retailing picture, will it go  the 
way of Sears and catalog sales, or will they 
continue to peacefully coexist? 

The question of what the future holds 
and the effect it will have on the Levert 
Companies’ operations is in the capable 
hands of your management team and your 
boards of directors. 

 
Robert Becker,  

Director emeritus 

Giant retailer Walmart  
and the Levert Companies  Rental unit net income to reach ‘all-time high’   

Former Pier 1 Imports building rendering 
at 170 North Shore Blvd., Slidell, LA  

Last year’s last row of sugarcane being 
harvested at St. John Plantation 



Aunt Steph’s guest book . . . loaded with eloquent, funny treats 
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Treasured book is         
located within  
‘While Away’ walls 
 
     The guest book. Page after 
page of tidbits and treats. Entry 
after entry penned over a period 
of 33 years, and longer. Some 
entries and inscriptions more 
memorable, funny, gushy, and 
chatty than the next. 
     “Curators” of the 89 year-old 
guest book, Lacey Toledano and 
her husband  Rykert, Jr., proba-
bly thought they knew everything 
they ever wanted to know about 
Aunt Steph, the Levert family, 
Steph’s descendants, and the 
cozy house that’s tucked away in 
Covington, LA’s piney woods on 
the Tchefuncte River — “While 
Away” as it’s called.  
     But after reading the first 
pages of the treasured book, 
laden with entries and inscrip-
tions written by family members 
and friends and dedicated to Aunt 
Steph, Lacey and Rykert, Jr. real-
ized how much they didn't know 
about her as a person and her 
“While Away” retreat. 
     For sure, the guest book has 
become the couple’s favorite 
thing to share with their friends 
and guests whenever they enter-
tain. As Lacey especially learned 
more about her husband’s ances-
tor and the Levert family, the 
inscriptions “began to make more 
sense and became more personal 
to me,” she said. 
     In an article written for Inside 
Northside magazine, which is 
published in Covington, Lacey 
recalled: “I think it was primarily 
the property [While Away], its 
towering  pines and oaks, the 
river [Tchefuncte], and Aunt 
Steph herself that inspired most 
of the writers in the guest book.” 
She said she and her sister-in-law 
Eugenie Toledano Anderson 
share these thoughts: “It’s diffi-
cult sharing and capturing so 
many years of memories and the 
people behind the words — even 
though the guest book can speak 
volumes, in between some of the 
pages remain so silent.”     

Editor’s note  

The following is, in effect, a continuation of the profile of 
Stephanie Levert Larue (Aunt Steph, 1875-1961) that appeared 
in the October newsletter . . .  the idea being to feature some of 
the entries in the historic guest book which Aunt Steph started in 
1928 and  maintained for the last 33 years of her life; kinda pick 
up where the October profile left off. Indeed, what many Levert 
family members know of her and who the grande dame of 
“While Away” really  was come in many respects from the 
words on the pages of her guest book. 

JB SURPRISES DAUGHTER? It’s believed that Levert Com-
panies founder/patriarch Jean Baptiste Levert, then in his late 
80s, visited his daughter Aunt Steph, in her 50s, shortly after 
Steph had purchased “While Away” in 1928. Here father and 
daughter view the property and surroundings 

Anyway, here are some of 
the prized guest book entries 
— some eloquent, others 
funny, a few even poetic and 
written in French. 

Tho I wander to the far 
corners of the earth, I shall 
always recall with pleasure 
the comfortable informality 
of While Away — J.A. Man-
ning, friend or guest, early 
1930s 

My first visit to Coving-
ton in my life — want to 
come back! — Louise M. 
McDonough, visitor, no date 

On June 5, 1932 Olga 
DeBuys and her husband 
Robert Levert, Sr. [youngest 
son and child of Levert Com-
panies Founder Jean Baptiste 
Levert and Rykert Jr.’s grand-
parents], paid a visit to Robert 
Sr.’s sister, Aunt Steph. Their 
son Robert, Jr., about 12 at the 
time, wrote: 

Oh, what a perfect day 
this was. I sure hope to come 
back. I love While Away. 
Who wouldn't?!!! — Master 
Robert Levert, Jr. 

Who could have known 
that Olga and Robert, Sr.’s 
daughter, Olga [“Miss” to fam-
ily members and Rykert, Jr.’s 
mother] and her family would 
one day, in 1964, call “While 
Away” home? 

There are several honey-
moon inscriptions. One of the 
first was written on June 9, 
1940. 

Aunt Steph, our visit 
completed a beautiful honey-
moon. Our visit here being 
part of it. Thanks millions 
and we hope you want us 
back — Frances and Jimmy 
Levert [one of Jean Baptiste 
Levert’s grandsons] 

Lacey’s favorite entry 
appeared a few pages later: 

May 26th thru June 5, 
1946 . . . our eternal grati-
tude to Aunt Steph for giving 
us cart blanche at While  
Away  during   the   week  of  

 
(Guest book  

continued on page 4) 

     Rykert and Eugenie are 
Robert Louis family branch 
members. Eugenie and Rykert 
are Aunt Steph’s grandniece 
and grandnephew. 
     Lacey speculated in her arti-
cle that Aunt Steph probably 

wrote the first list of names in 
her own handwriting then 
added specific dates to the 
names when she began to have 
parties at “While Away.” It 
appears that inscriptions were 
added to  the book in 1929. 

Aunt Steph, an avid gardener, was proud of her roses, watering 
them ever summer day at “While Away.” She and Eugenie Tole-
dano Anderson, Aunt Steph’s grandniece, stand close to the rose 
garden in this 1950s photograph (Lacey and Rykert Toledano, 
Jr., replanted a rose bed recently near the original one in Aunt 
Steph’s honor) 
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Two ceiling     
medallions  
installed at  
St. John House 

Workers from Alan Plaisance Contractors, Lafayette, LA, are 
busy installing a decorative plaster medallion on the ceiling in 
the second-floor hall at St. John House 

 

 

 

      

     Installation of two ceiling 
medallions at St. John Planta-
tion House has been com-
pleted, according to Elisabeth 
Perino, project director. 
     Member of the St. John 
House committee and Jean 
Baptiste, Jr., family branch, 
Elisabeth said two medallions 
were missing, one from the 
second-floor ceiling, the other 
from the ceiling in one of the 
upstairs back bedrooms. She 
explained that the new medal-
lions, made of plaster, re-
placed them, for they had 
been discarded during a sheet 
rocking project at the Big 
House. 
     “Installation is complete,” 
Elisabeth said. She said some  
additional painting was sched-
uled to begin downstairs in  
January. Other minor repairs 
are planned to get the house 
ready for the 2017 annual 
shareholders meeting to be 
held in June in Lafayette and 
at the Big House.      

     Plans had been to install 
the decorative ceiling pieces 
last summer. But the devastat-
ing July and August rains and 
floods delayed the work, re-
sulting in several roof leaks 
which  had to be repaired. 
     Speaking of the roof, the 
exterior upper covering of St. 
John House, except the 
Widow’s Walk, has been re-
roofed with 56 squares of 
“estate gray,” 30-year shin-
gles.  
     The new roof was needed 
after several years of moisture 
buildup and assorted deposits 
from the nearby sugar mill. 
The job was completed on 
time and came in under 
budget.  
     Anyway, the architectural 
ceiling accents often are fea-
tured to highlight lighting 
fixtures which reflect the im-
portance of a principal room 
or the status of a household. 
The medallions, also known as 
cartouches or ornamental 
frames, were used extensively 
by architects and decorators 
from the early 18th to the be-
ginning of the 20th centuries.  
Ceiling medallions were espe-
cially favored by the Victori-
ans. 

Picture from the past 

This rare  three-generation picture shows  (left to right) Jean Baptiste 
Levert, Jr., his son Jean Baptiste Levert,  III, and Jean Baptiste 
Levert, Sr. Photograph was taken about 1917-1918 at Santa Fe, NM 

(Guest book  
continued from page 3) 
 
bliss — our honeymoon — Rykert 
and Olga Toledano [Rykert Jr.’s 
parents] 
      Aunt Steph would obviously 
have fit right in with some of the 
great women of the day, as Fred 
Levert [John Alfred family branch] 
noted: 
     June 5, 1959 to the most won-
derful great aunt I have, a lady 
with a heart of gold, a body of 50 
and a spirit of twenty 
     And much of what’s remembered 
about the so-called dowager of 
“While Away” comes not only from 
her guest book, but from memories 
and stories told through the years by 
family members and particularly 
relatives. Just ask Marguerite 
“Margot” de la Houssaye Koch 
(pronounced cook) of Covington, 
who at 88 years young is Aunt 
Steph’s step-granddaughter. A cou-
ple of  stories stand out in Margot’s 
mind: 

      “I was in high school. My 
good friend and I had said good
-night to grand-mère [French 
for grandmother] and went to 
our small room. I lit a cigarette 
and took one puff when grand-
mère yelled: ‘I smell smoke, 
Margot, are you smoking?’ I 
put the blame on my good 
friend . . .” 

      Next day Margot and her 
friend were standing off the 
front porch on the gravel. 
“Grand-mère was standing on 
the porch holding the door open 
as she talked to us. All of a 
sudden her hand shot out and 
grabbed one of my breasts. I 
was speechless. Aunt Steph 
said: ‘I thought they were 
false!’ She looked sheepish.” 

     If anything else, this whole busi-
ness of the historic guest book gives 
the buff a good reason to visit 
“While Away” often. For Aunt 
Steph’s still around there, some-
where, at least in spirit. 

 (Andy 
continued from page 1) 
 
     Also, the J.B. Levert Land Co. LLC  Board authorized re-
lease of a survey to determine family member interest if a por-
tion of non-issued units (stock) were offered for sale under SEC 
[Securities Exchange Commission] Rule 504. The survey was 
mailed on January 20. I ask that you give the matter serious 
consideration and return it with your answer to allow the Board 
to render a decision on how to proceed with this matter.  

Andy Andolsek, 
President 


