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Boy, what a good turnout! 

President’s message 

Twenty-two members of the Robert Louis branch, the largest turnout of family members among the eight surviving Levert branches, 
attended the annual shareholder meetings/family reunion June 9-12 at Sandestin, FL. Family members gathered in the downing sun 
for a group photograph are (left to right) Blaine, Christina, and Kayleigh Anderson; Matthew, Meagan, Quinn, and Ryan Clanahan; 
Eugenie Toledano Anderson and Steve Palma; Rykert, Jr. and Lacey Toledano; Rykert, III, “Libby,” Scout, and Olive Toledano; 
Reagan, Karen, and Ira Toledano; and Nick, Lindsey, Vince, and Drew Licata. Robert Louis Levert (1887-1962) was the youngest of 
Levert Companies Founder Jean Baptiste Levert’s 12 children.  

     In following up my message in the July 
newsletter, the Governance Task Force Com-
mittee plans to continue to meet and consider 
possibilities to form a recommendation of a 
new governance structure that can be consid-
ered by the full Boards and Stockholders at 
some point in the future. This task is an impor-
tant one and is not being taken lightly by the 
Committee.  
     During the October 4 board meetings the 
Committee recommended to the Boards of each 
Company that it continue to move forward in 
the consideration and development of the Man-
agement Company aspect of creating a single 
entity, or board, to act as manager of both JBL 
and LSJ; no objection was presented and the 
consensus was to continue to advance as rec-
ommended.  

     Please keep in mind that prior to any change 
in the Operating Agreements of the two Com-
panies being made, a vote of the Stockholders 
will be required with 66 2/3 approval being 
necessary to implement any change.  
     Meanwhile, the accounting department is 
currently compiling data to provide a forecast 
or projection of this year’s performance to as-

sist in the preparation of the 2017-2018 budget, 
which will be presented to the Boards for con-
sideration and approval at the January meet-
ings. Although it does currently appear that 
your Companies will achieve budget for the 
2016-2017 fiscal year, they will undoubtedly be 
below the record earnings performance exhib-
ited last year.  
     Despite this, I want to thank all of my em-
ployees for continuing to work through the 
difficulties presented during the year in an at-
tempt to produce the highest level of earnings 
possible, while also laboring to fashion a foun-
dation that will support your Companies in the 
years to come. 
 

Andy Andolsek, 
President 

Inside this issue 

Down on the farm 2 

Real estate happenings 2 
Keeping history in good repair 3 

Family branch brief 4 

More annual meeting photos 4 

Possible governance structure change task will not be taken lightly!  



     In the July newsletter we reported that min-
eral activity in South Louisiana was slow due to 
the depressed price of crude oil and natural gas.  
Although those prices have recovered somewhat, 
they remain low and, as a result, drilling activity 
remains sluggish. 
     In spite of these conditions, the Houston En-
ergy Company proceeded to drill a “wildcat 
well” (in previously unproven territory) with the 
bottom hole being on property adjoining Levert 
Land Company acreage in St. Charles Parish, 
Louisiana.   
     The well, titled LLOX-Rathborne No. 1, was 
drilling as the July newsletter went to press.  It 
reached a total depth of 12,933 feet and was ini-
tially thought to be a very successful gas well.  It 
encountered more than 80 feet of  “pay sand” 
that tested positively for large quantities of natu-
ral gas and accompanying condensates.  Unfortu-
nately, after only a week of production, the well 
lost pressure and was plugged and abandoned on 

August 10.  The operator reported that the sand 
was “laminated”  with shale breaks that inter-
fered with the free flow of gas through the for-
mation.   
     Although Levert shareholders would have 
enjoyed only a small participation in the unit 
from that well,  its success may have resulted  in 
additional development activities in the area that 
could have directly benefited both the Company 
and shareholders.  
     Another recent disappointment is the news 
that Orx Exploration Company has allowed its 
option on acreage at Webre Plantation to expire.  
It’s probable that Orx was waiting on production 
experience from the Freeport-McMoran deep 
well in the Atchafalya Basin before committing 
to a similar drilling attempt.  High costs and low 
gas prices doubtlessly doomed   their   immediate 
plans,  but  a good prospect never goes away. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Becker, 
Director emeritus 
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      The 2016 sugarcane planting began on July 
26 with a total of 1,227 acres to be planted but 
ended on October 1 with 1,206 acres planted. 
     Charlie Levert, vice president, agricultural 
operations, explained that the “very” wet 
weather conditions experienced across South 
Louisiana since the July rains and devastating 
August floods significantly delayed the Com-
pany’s ability to complete planting of the 2017 
plant cane crop and also altered the traditional 
planting method. Charlie said as a result of 
almost daily rains hampering the ability to 
complete planting before the start of harvest 
and the so-called “down,” or fallen condition of 
much of the seed cane stock that caused the 
crop to become “crooked,” made it difficult to 
cut and plant mechanically, thus, fewer acres 
were planted. 

     “We have modified our planters and began 
to cut and plant cane billets to afford us the 
ability to increase our daily planting rate,” 
Charlie explained. “The billets are longer than 
the ones traditionally used for harvest as our 
combines were modified to cut stalks 2 feet to 
3 feet in length instead of the usual 6 inches to 
8 inches during harvest time.” 

     In addition, the start of 2016 grinding on 
September 27 has caused the Company to split 
its operations into two groups—one harvesting 
group and one planting group—thus, making 
things less efficient in both aspects under this 
scenario, Charlie said. 
     “We were able to finish the 2016 planting 
on October 1 allowing the equipment used to 
be modified and utilized to harvest and to save 
the current growing crop.” He added: 
     “Based on the crop’s favorable height and 
with segments of it being down, we also are 
optimistic that the crop yield will be above 
average and the sugar prices will continue to 
remain favorable for the foreseeable future, 
providing us with the ability to remain profit-
able in 2016.” 
 

Real estate happenings 

Busy-busy marketing to fill vacancies, secure new tenants — Pam 

Down on the farm 
Devastating August floods delay planting of 2017 cane crop 

Ira Harkey, III, Editor 

     Real Estate Rental Department has been busy in 2016 as the carousel 
of tenants vacating and the Company having to prepare proposals and 
leases to fill the vacancies continues. 
     Pam Tapie, vice president, real estate operations, said the year began 
with 12 suites and/or properties with 59,570 total square feet being va-
cant. She said a total of  17 suites with 75,133 square feet of rentable 
space are now vacant. But at the same time eight suites and/or properties 
with 35,622 total square feet of space have been filled or rented this 
year.  
     Pam said these factors have caused the current combined company 
occupancy rate to drop to 93.9 percent, compared to 95.2 percent as of 
Dec. 31, 2015. “Unfortunately there are a number of vacancies that we 
are preparing for in 2017 and we are already marketing these spaces in 

the most efficient manner possible in an attempt to secure new tenants,”  
she said. 
      

Houston Energy drill rig 

‘Successful gas well’ drilled . . . then plugged 

Purchased strip mall at 1150 West St. Peter St., New Iberia, LA 
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Photo by  Andy Andolsek 

Keeping history in good repair 

Surrogate, world traveler, harpist, story teller — meet Aunt Steph 
(The following profile is 
another in the regular 
series featuring descen-
dants of Jean Baptiste 
Levert, Levert Companies 
founder.) 

“While Away” getaway circa 1950s 

     

 

 

 

     
      Stephanie Marie Eulalie Levert 
Larue defies stereotypical ideas 
about women of her day—1890s 
Victorian women to be precise. 
Before she became a world trav-
eler, an accomplished, sought-after 
harpist, and popular hostess for her 
family and friends at her summer 
cottage in the piney woods of Cov-
ington, LA, her first “career” was 
as a surrogate or substitute mother 
to her younger sisters and brother. 
     Between 1898, after her 
mother’s untimely death, and about 
1912, after sisters Beatrice, Stella, 
Ella, and brother Robert had mar-
ried, Stephanie cared for and 
“guarded” not only her siblings, but 
her father Jean Baptiste Levert. The 
dark-haired, freckled-faced, 20-
something-year-old daughter had 
become concerned because of her 
father's solitary outbursts of grief 
over the loss of his wife and 
Stephanie’s mother, Marie Stepha-
nie Dupuy Levert. She became his 
shadow, if you will, and Jean Bap-
tiste began to rely on and to confide 
in his daughter known as Aunt 
Steph to family members.  
     To be sure, Aunt Steph took 
great pains to keep a watchful eye 
on the younger Levert children, 
especially during her mother’s long 
illness and periods of convales-
cence before her death at the fam-
ily’s beachfront house at Biloxi, 

MS. Her father thought that 
Stephanie possessed the emotional 
strength and resolve of her mother,  
was always kind to others, and was 
well-suited to be a surrogate. 
     Aunt Steph was born in August 
1875 in New Orleans almost a year 
to the month after her father had 
established in September 1874 
Bush and Levert sugar brokerage 
with Colonel John Louis Bush. Not 
overly prudish or conventional, she 
was intelligent, widely read, a rac-
onteur who enjoyed recounting 
stories of her travels. And if travel 
really does broaden one’s mind, 
few people of her day can have had 
greater breadth than Aunt Steph. 
     Steph went on to spend a year 
in Paris circa mid-1890s to study 
the harp, the stringed musical in-
strument plucked with fingers, with 
one of the eminent maestros and 
teachers of the instrument. She was 
probably one of the few maidens 
who was able to convince her fa-
ther to send her abroad instead of 
spending his money for her to 
make her debut in New Orleans 
High Society. 
     Her musicianship brought her 
golden harp into lively focus after 
she had returned to the States from 
France. She received many invita-
tions to perform solo at profes-
sional events and social functions, 
and she would for years to come. 
Doors were opened for Aunt Steph 
as long as her name was attached to 
her maestro’s.  
     Aunt Steph  was no stranger to 
love even though she married late 
in life. In her forties, however, she 
had already left some broken hearts 
behind her among New Orleans 

swains. One  was believed to have 
been Dr. Homer Dupuy, Sr., ear, 
nose and throat specialist, who 
performed circa 1923  the risky 
mastoidectomy to drain infection 
from her father’s ears to forestall 
serious complications, including 
brain abscess, even death. But 
Steph married at age 50 the promi-
nent physician and surgeon Dr. 
Felix Larue of New Orleans.  
     Ten years her senior, born in 
1865, Dr. Larue married Aunt 
Steph in 1925; they honeymooned 
in Europe. A widower, his first 
wife having died in the Spanish 
influenza pandemic in 1918 killing 
500,000 people alone in the U.S., 
Dr. Larue was educated at Mount 
St. Mary’s College, Emmitsburg, 
MD; in England; and at Spring Hill 
College, Mobile, AL. After receiv-
ing his medical degree at Tulane 
University in 1889 he did post-
graduate work in medicine in Paris. 
Later, while on the surgical  staff  
of New Orleans’ Charity Hospital, 
he worked with Dr. Rudolph Ma-

tas, medical procedures pioneer and 
called the “father of  vascular sur-
gery.” Dr. Larue died in 1935 at 
age 70. 
     According to Marguerite  
“Margot” de la Houssaye Koch 
(pronounced cook) of Covington, 
Aunt Steph  married  late   in    part  

 
(Aunt Steph 

Continued on page 4) 

Stephanie and Dr. Felix Larue after their marriage in 1925 

Aunt Steph and her golden harp 
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Here’re many more 2016 annual meeting pictures . . . 

— Family branch brief — 
Barbara “Baboo” Levert Khale of New Orleans, widow of Reichard 
M. Khale, passed away on Aug. 5, 2016 after a long, courageous battle 
with cancer. She was 71. Daughter of the late Barbara McMillan 
Levert, who died on June 22, 2016, and the late Dr. Edward “T-bebe” 
Levert, Baboo is survived by her son Reichard Khale, Jr., daughters 
Amelie Khale Perdue and Julie Folwell Khale, two grandchildren, and 
nephews and many cousins. She’s also survived by her brother Edward 
L. Levert, Jr. Baboo attended LSU and Newcomb College in New Or-
leans. She loved the outdoors and spending time with her children in 
the North Carolina mountains and Charleston, S.C. 

Photographs by: LaKeia Harris, Andy Andolsek, and Troy Bellanger 

 
(Aunt Steph 
Continued from page 3) 
 
because she was wary of bearing 
children and the pain of childbirth. 
Besides, she was still busy per-
forming some “surrogate” du-
ties—traveling in the U.S. and in 
Europe, playing her harp, and 
making periodic trips to Santa Fe, 
New Mexico as her father’s and 
family’s emissary to check on the 
condition of younger brother Jean 
Baptiste, Jr. Junior had been con-
fined to a sanatorium there since 
about 1910 with tuberculosis, and 
he died there in 1921 at age 42. 
     Margot likes to say that she 
“met” Aunt Steph, who was 
Margot’s step-grandmother, when 
she herself was born in 1929. She 
remembered vividly that Steph 
made a striking figure in her ele-
gant gowns and dresses playing 
her harp at events and social par-
ties throughout New Orleans. But 
she could be fussy at times. It 
drove  Steph to distraction when-
ever Margot’s mother was late for 
any engagement or appointment, 
Margot recalled. And it was said 
by many who knew Aunt Steph 
that she had a gift of making every 
one feel suddenly eager, of mak-
ing every one feel that life was 
exciting and rich and full. 
     Margot shared some of her 
memories of Aunt Steph, for she 
knew her for about 30 years. They 
include: 
 “. . . She (Aunt Steph) noticed 

I was looking at a list of U.S. 
presidents on the side of her 
dresser-mirror in her bed-
room.” She told me, ‘I have 
to develop my intellect be-
cause I am not beautiful!’” 

 Margot and her mother vis-
ited Aunt Steph at the Levert 
house at 1530 Third St. in the 
New Orleans Garden District. 
“In the parlor was this mag-
nificent golden harp. It was 
hers. She offered it to me if I 
would take  lessons. I was a 
pre-teenager who loved 
sports . . . like a dummy I 
refused the deal.” 

 Aunt Steph was quite old at 
the time when her priest vis-
ited her. Steph told him what 
a sinner she was. He said, 
“Steph, I have known you for 
many years and you are a 
very good person.” Steph 
retorted, “You know, mon 
père [French for father], I 
have not always been old!” 

     Almost 90 years ago, in 1928, 
Aunt Steph purchased a small 
summer house in Covington and 
named it “While Away.” She con-
sidered it a kind of refuge from the 
big city of New Orleans, whiling 
away her time hiking, swimming, 
boating, fishing, and gardening. 
For the next 30-plus years she was 
hostess for her family and count-
less friends and visitors alike who 
passed through Covington. 
     Aunt Steph began and kept a 
guest book for many years until 
her death in September 1961 at 
age 86. The guest book contained  
entries and inscriptions — some 
funny, some in French —  attest-
ing not only to visits by her family 
and friends, but revealing many 
things about who Stephanie Levert 
Larue really was as a person.  

For more While Away, guest 
book entries, and  other things, 
please see the February newslet-
ter. 


